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The doctrine he held on this subject was a variant of
the doctrine known as Entire Sanctification. This doc-
trine, as the extremists hold it, teaches that a converted man
can so grow in grace, can so open the doors of his volition
to the will of God, that sin ceases to have the least power
over him; that he is cleansed of all evil, and becomes per-
fectly pure, perfectly holy, even in the sight of God,
William Booth never held this doctrine, but he did seek
perfection in love after conversion, and taught men to aspire
after entire sanctification of the will

To reach this condition was, with him* if not the supreme
object of each converted man and woman in the Christian
Mission, at least the first of all their personal objects. First
they must preach the repentance of sins; first they must
labour to rouse the whole world to the truth of Christ; but
after this, if possible simultaneously with this, they must
wrestle with God for the entire sanctification of their own
souls.

In this way he came to encourage what were called
" Holiness Meetings,11 The character of these meetings
eventually provoked the fiercest attacks ever made upon
him by religious people, and many religious people thought
that they were something extravagant and something un-
healthy. Nevertheless, by a careful and sympathetic con-
sideration of these remarkable attempts to deepen spiritual
consciousness we approach a rightful understanding of
William Booth's religiousness, and perceive with Home de-
gree of clearness the character of the struggle which was
taking place in his own soul

Mrs. Booth, as we have said, wag on the side of Holiness.
She had a young but powerful ally in the person of her
eldest son, BramwelL But while Hramwell Booth was an
enthusiast for these Holiness Meetings, almost a leader
among the evangelists of the Mission who taught Entire
Sanctification, he was more inclined for challenging the
world than his mother, more disposed to startle the con-
science of the age. Bramwel! Booth, who had shivered for
a long while on the banks of doubt concerning his fitness
for the work of an evangelist, and who had shrunk in timid
dread for some considerable time from the very thought of